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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, September 1, 2011
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 9:30 a.m. after a Public Hearing on Chapter 270:  Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data Sets.  The following Board members were present:  Cathy McGuire, (Chair), Katherine Pelletreau, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Maryagnes Gillman, Peter Gore, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, Anne Head, Douglas Jorgensen, Anita Knopp, Jim Leonard, Eric Martinsen, Chris McCarthy, and Ted Rooney.  Absent members were Jennifer Carroll, Joe Ditré, Karynlee Harrington, Neil Korsen, Garrett Martin, and David Winslow.

Approval of July 7, 2011 Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to accept the July 7, 2011, MHDO Board minutes 
as written.  Motion carried.

Chair Report
MHDPC Service Level Agreement Update - Cathy McGuire informed the Board that an agreement had been reached, and there will be a Data Processing Center meeting on Thursday, September 8, 2011 to ratify the agreement.  Katherine Pelletreau added that Onpoint Health Data has agreed to continue their work for the same amount of money as last year, while an RFP is being produced.  
Executive Director Report

Financial Summary/Provider Opt-In Revenue Status - The Board had received a copy of the judgment from the U.S. District Court stating that Maine’s provider opt-in legislation is unconstitutional.  The judgment also states that the Court will determine entitlement and the amount of legal fees to be awarded to the prevailing parties.  At this point in time it is unclear how much of the approximately $870,000 will go toward the plaintiff’s legal fees.  The Maine Department of Health and Human Services will discontinue assessing annual fees to manufacturers, and the law will need to be repealed by the Legislature.  
Staff at Governor LePage’s Office contacted Executive Director Alan Prysunka regarding their opposition to the assessment increases proposed in Chapter 10:  Determination of Assessments.  The Board discussed the MHDO’s budget and ways 
to make up for the anticipated loss of revenue.  The Board requested that if an issue arises with a budget line item that Mr. Prysunka provide an explanation of the cause and the pending outcome.  
The topic of prioritizing upcoming projects and matching them with anticipated expenditures led to a discussion on zero based budgeting.  State departments have been notified of their participation in zero based budgeting, but not independent agencies.  Anne Head updated the Board on the information she has been given regarding zero based budgeting.  A recommendation was made and accepted by 
the Board that Anne Head informally communicate to the Administration that the 
Board plans to move forward as an independent agency with the understanding of 
the Administration’s goal of having every state agency review its budget.   
Compliance Report - After an update and a recommendation from MHDO Compliance Officer Phil Bonneau, a motion was made and seconded to refer United Concordia Companies, Inc. to the Office of Attorney General for non-compliant claims data.  The motion passed unanimously.
Maine Health Management Coalition Foundation Data Fee Waiver Request - Mike DeLorenzo, MHMC Director of Health Analytics introduced Elizabeth Mitchell, CEO 
of MHMC and Foundation Board member Dr. Barbara Crowley.  They were present to explain their plans to meet the public reporting requirements of the MHDO Chapter 50 provisions, as requested at the September Board meeting.  They stated that the data they are requesting will be used for public reporting to increase the level of information to consumers and that the Foundation’s mission is exclusively for putting data in public domain.  After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the request with the condition that in May of each year of the requested data, the Maine Health Management Coalition Foundation will update the Board on public reporting, 
per the schedule they have established.  It was stated that if no public reporting has been done by May then they should be prepared to show what progress has been 
made towards that end.  The motion passed with 1 abstention.

DHHS, Maine Cancer Registry Public Health Exception Data Request - Mr. Prysunka explained the terms and requirements of the public health exception in the MHDO 
data release rules, which allow for the possibility of releasing identifying data to the Department of Health and Human Services.  Dr. Molly Scwhenn, Medical Director at 
the ME CDC Cancer Registry, was present to give the Board an overview of the Maine Cancer Registry project to link individuals in the state cancer registry to claims in the Maine all-payer claims database; with the findings being presented to the US CDC.  After Board discussion, a motion was made to grant the request, conditioned upon the Maine CDC’s compliance with the public health exception requirements in accordance with the MHDO guidelines.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
L.D. 1467:   An Act to Improve Timely Access to Health Care Data Update/Request to Fund - Mr. Prysunka explained that a workgroup was to be created from the Resolve, 
To Evaluate the All-payor Claims Database, which Jim Leonard was charged with implementing.  Mr. Leonard gave the Board some background information on what the Health Data workgroup had done last year and explained the three things the Resolve seeks to do:  1. extend the Health Data workgroup to bring forward recommendations 
to the Legislature in a report due to the Health and Human Services Committee by the end of January 2012, of Maine’s health data needs, including the use of the all-payor claims database; 2. evaluate the availability of protected health information within existing data structures; and 3. look more closely at  the statewide health information exchange, HealthInfoNet, which collects data from electronic health records systems, 
as a new source of information to provide insight on health needs, and combine that resource with what the MHDO has been doing, to work in a more effective and efficient way. 
At the Legislative hearings, it was requested that this be a facilitated process and 
Mr. Leonard recommended that the Hanley Center be used for this purpose.  
He has requested that two state agencies (Maine Quality Forum and MHDO) that will 
be directly involved as part of the standing group, share financial responsibility of the facilitated process.  Their share would be $10,000 each.  Four other primary non-state organizations (Onpoint, HealthInfoNet, Maine Health Management Coalition and the Association of Health Plans) have been approached and Onpoint has fully committed 
to the financial aspect and of the senior leadership to participate in the process.  The budget was discussed and Mr. Leonard handed out an expense breakdown to the Board.  There was a motion and a second to conditionally approve funds if all other funds are raised.  The lack of consumer representation was noted and it was stated 
that consumers are not adequately being represented, which Mr. Leonard agreed to take into consideration.  The motion was called and passed with 9 in favor, 1 opposed, and with 1 abstention. 
Data Requests / Data Status Report - Mr. Prysunka reported that there was an issue with the September MaineCare eligibility files submission which resulted in incomplete data being released. They are working on a resolution, and all other APCD data is currently up-to-date. 
Medicare Data Conversion Update - Mr. Prysunka stated that the MHDO is close to receiving data submissions on a monthly basis and informed the Board that monthly submissions are not as clean as annual submissions so there may be limitations.  He also stated that the mapping 2007 and 2008 update is almost complete.  
Update on Deloitte Report Recommendations and HealthCost Upgrade - Due to time constraints, these issues were tabled until the November meeting.
HealthInfoNet Patient/Member Linkage Project

Dev Culver attended the meeting to discuss the proposal the Board had received in their packets for HealthInfoNet to work with the MHDO to test the technical feasibility 
of linking clinical data with the Claims database.  He assured the Board that the data they will be working with will not be released beyond this project.  Mr. Culver was asked to report on their progress at the January Board meeting and a motion was made and seconded to proceed with project.  The motion unanimously passed.

Retreat Agenda Items
The tentative date for the Board retreat is Thursday, October 27 and it will be held at the Maine State Armory in Augusta.
Data Processing Center Report
The Board received the standard graphs with some modifications, as requested at the last Board meeting.  Jim Harrison, explained the improvements to the submissions graph noting the addition of benchmark target information, historical 18 months calculated average, etc.  A discussion ensued regarding the Overdue Report and the issues surrounding the large payors who are delinquent in submitting their data.  
MQF Advisory Council Update
No one was present to give the MQF Advisory Council Update.
Public Comment
None provided.

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Adams

Administrative Assistant
